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Hulu 
has key 


role in 
Disney 
plan 


Service would help 
take on Netflix if Fox 
deal is approved. 


By RYAN FAUGHNDER, 
MEG JAMES 
AND DAVID PIERSON 


In the burgeoning busi- 
ness of streaming television 
shows, Hulu has long been 
viewed as the distant run- 
ner-up to Netflix. 

But with Walt Disney Co. 
poised to take a controlling 
stake in Hulu, the little 10- 
year-old streaming service 
once known solely for airing 
reruns of broadcast shows 
online could eventually be- 
come a credible threat to 
Netflix’s dominance. 

Burbank-based Disney 
will own 60% of Hulu if its 
proposed $52.4-billion pur- 
chase of 21st Century Fox is 
approved by regulators. 
Hulu is currently equally 
owned by Fox, Disney and 
Comcast, which each have 
30% stakes. (Fellow media 
giant Time Warner owns the 
other 10%.) 

If Disney’s acquisition of 
Fox closes in 2019, Santa 
Monica-based Hulu is ex- 
pected to become a pillar of 
Disney Chief Executive Bob 
Iger’s strategy to take on 
streaming video insurgents 
that are disrupting the tra- 
ditional media industry. 

The deal could give Dis- 
ney aleg up in its plans to in- 
troduce its own portfolio of 

[See Hulu, A7] 


Fox will keep 
studio lot 
Murdoch will hold on to 


moneymaker as produc- 
tion booms. BUSINESS, C1 
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TRUMP VISITS THE FBI 


President Trump and Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions listen as FBI Director Christopher A. Wray addresses FBI 
Academy graduates in Quantico, Va. Trump expressed conflicting views about the agency. NATION, A6 
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Southland took lessons 
from infernos up north 


Issues in wine country fires were addressed early here 


By PAIGE ST. JOHN 
AND SONALI KOHLI 


Both sieges began in darkness 
with fierce winds that made the 


flames impossible to stop. 


Homes, jobs up in smoke 


In Northern California, victims 
of the wildfires struggle to regain 
their footing. CALIFORNIA, Bi 


Hurricane-force gusts pushed the 


flames over highways that should 
have been barriers and into neighbor- 
hoods so quickly that officials said 
they were helpless to protect the 


homes in their path. 


The wine country fires that rav- 
aged Northern California in October 
and the firestorm in Southern Califor- 
nia this month have capped the most 


Colorado city 
debates turning 
over a new leaf 


Marijuana advocates 
say town is missing 
out on tax revenue. 


By KURTIS LEE 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. — At the two malls in 
town you can buy key chains 
and Christmas ornaments 
shaped like marijuana 
leaves. Along a downtown 
shopping corridor, paintings 
of cannabis plants grace 
storefront windows. 

Even Kmart stocks its 
shelves with T-shirts and 
mugs decorated with the 
signature green leaf and 
“Colorado est. 2012” — the 
year the state legalized rec- 
reational marijuana. 

But that is the one pot 
product you can’t buy in Col- 
orado Springs. 


When Coloradans voted 
overwhelmingly to make 
non-medical marijuana le- 
gal, they left it up to cities 
whether to allow sales. Col- 
orado Springs, home to five 
military bases and known 
for its conservative politics 
and religious values, 
blocked recreational canna- 
bis sales. Now some in town 
want to change that, saying 
the state’s second-largest 
city is missing out on sales 
taxes that are enriching cit- 
ies across Colorado. 

Similar debates are al- 
ready happening in cities in 
California, Maine, Massa- 
chusetts and Nevada — 
states that passed legaliza- 
tion measures last year. 
Recently, the Los Angeles 
City Council, eager to pullin 
new tax revenue, crafted 
rules for recreational mari- 
juana sales that will begin in 

[See Pot, A8] 


MATTHEW STAVER For The Times 


A WELLNESS CENTERS in Colorado Springs sells 
only medical marijuana. The state legalized recre- 
ational pot, but left allowing sales up to the cities. 


tory. 


destructive year for fires in state his- 


The wine country fires were far 
more destructive, killing 44 people 
and wiping out more than 10,000 
homes. By contrast, the Southern 
California fires have destroyed about 
1,000 homes and left two people dead, 
with the massive Thomas fire con- 


tinuing to rage amid strong winds. 


Southern California took key 
lessons from the disaster in the north. 
Issues that have caused so much de- 
bate since the wine country fires — a 
lack of communication and warnings, 


limited firefighting resources and the 
possible role of electric lines in spark- 


ing the blazes — were addressed in 


the early stages of the Southland 


fires. 


In Northern California, there were 
fewer broad public warnings of the 
match-ready conditions. 

In Mendocino County’s Redwood 
Valley, where nine people would die, a 


[See Fires, A10] 
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TWO MONTHS after it was freed from Islamic State rule, Raqqah is strewn with 
rubble and booby traps. Syrians who fled and want to return have been refused. 


A city in ruins, with 
no one to rebuild it 


Islamic State’s former 
Syrian stronghold of 
Raqgah remains 
contested even as a 
wrecked ghost town. 


By ALEXANDRA ZAVIS 


RAQQAH, Syria — The 
crowd was seething with 
frustration. 

“We want to go inside!” 
one man yelled. “They told 
us when Raqqah is liberated 
we can go home.” 

Some of the U.S.-backed 
fighters who drove Islamic 
State militants from the Syr- 


ian city in October tried to 
reason with him. It’s not 
safe, they said. Scores of 
people have been injured or 
killed by mines since the 
fighting ended. 

“Haram!” the crowd 
shouted. “This is wrong!” 

There have been many 
such testy exchanges at 
checkpoints as the fighters 
known as the Syrian Demo- 
cratic Forces, an alliance of 
Kurdish and Arab militias, 
wrestle with the difficult 
business of governing a 
swath of territory reclaimed 
from Islamic State in north- 
eastern Syria. 

The challenges are espe- 
cially acute in the city that 
Islamic State claimed as its 


capital and ruled with a 
bloodthirsty grip. Nearly 
two months after its cap- 
ture, Raqqah remains a rub- 
ble-strewn ghost town. 

The entire population — 
nearly 300,000 people — fled 
over more than four years of 
fighting, moving into dis- 
placement camps and 
crowding in with relatives in 
cities scattered across Syria 
and beyond. About 8,000 for- 
mer residents have been al- 
lowed to return to a few out- 
lying neighborhoods. But 
humanitarian workers say it 
could be years before most 
can go home. 

The city is riddled with 
deadly booby traps and 

[See Syria, A4] 
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‘Trump 
pushes 
to end 
Russia 
Inquiry 


He’s counting on 
exoneration soon as 
GOP hustles to finish 
investigations against 
Democrats’ wishes. 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN, 
NOAH BIERMAN 
AND DAVID S. CLOUD 


WASHINGTON — The 
White House and Republi- 
can lawmakers are pressing 
for an end to multiple inves- 
tigations into the Trump 
campaign’s dealings with 
Russia, aiming to clear the 
president as soon as pos- 
sible before the taint of scan- 
dal further damages his 
presidency. 

President Trump ex- 
pects to be publicly absolved 
ofany wrongdoing by special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III by year’s end or soon af- 
ter, and several people 
around him say the often- 
impulsive president could 
eruptin angerifthat unlikely 
timeline is not met. 

Some associates believe 
or hope that Trump will fire 
his three lawyers if he is not 
exonerated, opening the 
door for a more combative 
approach to the Mueller in- 
vestigation, which Trump 
sees as an affront to his legit- 
imacy. 

Republicans leading 
House and Senate inquiries 
are pressing for a rapid con- 
clusion to their investiga- 
tions of Russia’s meddling in 
the 2016 election. Finishing 
those would bolster Trump’s 
argument that links be- 
tween his team and Russian 
intelligence have been over- 
hyped by the media and his 
political opponents. 

“There is absolutely no 
collusion,” he told reporters 
Friday. “I didn’t make a 
phone call to Russia. I have 
nothing to do with Russia. 
Everybody knows it.” 

Trump’s lawyers have re- 
peatedly denied that Trump 
will try to fire Mueller, but 
Democrats fear the possibil- 
ity and say Republicans are 
trying to undermine the spe- 
cial counsel’s investigation 
by pushing to end the con- 
gressional inquiries. 

“Their view is that shut- 

[See Russia, A6] 


Momentum 
builds for 
tax overhaul 


Two key Senate Re- 
publican holdouts back 
a modified version of 
the plan ahead of next 
week’s expected vote. 


NATION, A5 
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ROSSOBLU’S 
minestra nel sacco. 


Jonathan Gold’s 
top 10 for 2017 


Can a year be summed 
up in food served at. 
Los Angeles restau- 
rants? Our critic gives 
it a try. SATURDAY 


Weather 
Mostly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 70/49. B6 
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